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HIGHLIGHT: Sajek Project

Tribal communities in Bangladesh are a particularly underserved population in Bangladesh, and with
that mind, Agami has partnered with Dhaka-based NGO, Need for Life Society (NFLS) to start the Sajek
Project in 2009. Located in the remote eastern part of Chittagong Hill Tracts, the Nandaram Agamir
Pathshala (Sajek School) serves the primary education need for Vija Nandaram, a tribal community
with population around 24,000 in one of the most interior, remote, inaccessible region of Rangamati.

NFLS has been overseeing the project since its inception, and has successfully completed all the start
up activities for 2010. The initial funding of $4900 was spent on uniforms, tiffin, books and school
supplies for the children, as well as providing the funds for teachers’ salaries and sports equipment.
Last year 100 students were enrolled between nursery and grade 5.
Eleven students from Agami’r Pathshala have successfully passed
the Primary School Certificate Exam last year.

This year, Sajek school will receive $6,000 in funding for its 131
students and their supplies, and for administrative costs. The money
will also be used to provide students with access to clean water and
sanitary latrines. The goal is to install a deep tube well for access to
safe drinking water and to build two sanitary latrines for the
students. The school committee has completed land registration
and procedures for school registration are under way.

There are still a few roadblocks in the way of the school’s success
and its sustainability, particularly a lack of easily accessible safe
drinking water and lack of electricity. There are also no health
services for the community . Therefore, for 2011, the project would
like to develop the school infrastructure to make the environment
safe and appealing for its students. This will also enable to receive
government accreditation and eventually to become a government
primary school within two or three years.

The establishment of Agamir Pathshala along the Sajek highway has
created a very positive environment and a buzz in and around the
community. Local community has been very supportive and excited
to receive Agami funding to make the school vibrant. It is going to
be a long, arduous process but Agami and NFLS remain committed
and determined to ensure the school’s success.
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- Letter from the Agami Ex-
President, Babu Rahman

As we zoom through 2011, | am filled with hope and excitement. Agami has big plans for the year,
and we’d like for you to be part of them. Agami has been working hard in growing and extending its
reach in 2011. We aim to support more projects, raise more money, and build out our organization so
that we can scale to support our growth in a sustainable fashion. We are embarking on multiple high-
profile projects, and these will help take Agami to even higher levels of accomplishment and visibility.

While we are talking about the growth
of Agami as an organization, | want to
highlight how it is maturing. We are
significantly expanding the leadership
roles within Agami. This will allow
volunteer individuals to take on more
responsibility and have greater
ownership towards defining and
implementing Agami’s mission and
vision.

he annual meeting in April saw the
election of new Board members, and
a new Executive Committee was also
formed. Agami is also making great
strides towards enhanced
accountability and transparency. We
have commissioned an audit of our
financial books, and we are further
improving our metrics and evaluation
process..

After 7 years of official operation,Agami has

developed an itch to change. This is one of the

biggest, and most needed, organizational
changes in our history. We are replacing 3
members of our 5memberboard, and we will
be installing an Executive Committedo take
care of our day-to-day running of the
organization.
| am proud to announce the results of the
election. We have elected two new board
members:Nisar Ahmed and Mustafiz
Choudhury. They will join our two remaining
board members,Farzana Sultana andImtiaz
Chowdhury.
The fifth and remaining BOD position will be
filled by appointment by the current board
members

There is also a real buzz of excitement around our upcoming projects. We are actively investigating
many new ICT-based (information and communication technology) projects with a number of very
high-profile partners. We are hoping that this work will also spill over into Agami helping drive

education curriculum reform in Bangladesh.

These are exciting times for Agami. So | ask you to join hands with us and step forward into a better
future. Become a paid member. You have supported us strongly in the past. We will need your support
even more going forward if we are to accelerate the winds of change and really create lasting socio-

economic change in Bangladesh.
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Education is a privilege and a necessity. | believe
that | have been privileged to receive education at
the finest of institutions, but it would mean nothing
if  didn’t put that achievement to greater use. | was
moved by the importance of education during my
summer internship with Grameen Bank, where
majority of the loans taken by mothers were used to
educate the children. Many of these children went
on to pursue higher education in cities and
relocated their parents there for a better life.

In an underprivileged country like Bangladesh, most
of our economic, social and moral issues are due to
the high rate of illiteracy. Because our country’s
children are not properly educated, we as a nation
are unable to move forward and progress like our
other neighboring countries. During our
Independence war, the enemy forces tried to cripple
our nation from the very beginning by wiping out
the eminent and brilliant professors and teachers.
The reason is: education forms the backbone of a
society. Working for Agami further strengthened my
belief in the strength of education.

| was confident that Agami would help me to
contribute in arming the future of our country with
the most powerful weapon: education. Even after
facing hardships of various forms, these children
have the thirst for knowledge and a better life.
There are many inspiring stories about the
difficulties parents have to go through to keep their
children in school.

The economic stress of surviving in an urban city like
Dhaka where employment is hard to find has led to
many families move back to the villages. Even so,
some parents made the hard decision of the father
staying back so that the child goes to school while
the mother stays in the village with the other
siblings. That, to me, is nothing short of inspiring.
These stories helped me realize the numerous
sacrifices my own parents made to send me to an
expensive private school in America.

~ Tanzina Enam

Ay

In addition to providing free education and a meal
a day, the Agami foundation run schools also
provide the guidance and encouragement for
children after the 5% grade. Some of these
children go on to acquire vocational skills which
they use to provide for their family. | was amazed
by the number of young girls in each school.
Empowering women in society is such a key factor
for the growth of a nation.. Deep inside | was
really thankful to all the parents who sent their
daughters to school instead of marrying them off.

Everyone says that the people of our country lack
the drive and integrity to think about our nation
as one, and that they prioritize personal gain over
developing the nation. Working with Agami
strengthened my belief that Bangladesh hasn’t
entirely lost all hope, that there are still selfless
good people who find solace in helping others.

Some of the founders of the schools started these
programs with their own money just for the cause
of doing good in society. They saw it upon
themselves to take responsibility and contribute
without the intention of getting anything in return
at all. Their only purpose was to provide basic
education to those who are most deprived. It
made me realize that even today in this selfish
and materialistic world, there are people who
care about those for whom no one else does.

Agami was an eye opening experience and | am
really glad | did this.



Agaml 8th Annual

Fundraiser

DaTE: 5/21/10
TiME: 7:00PM - 11:00PM
VENUE: DAVID'S RESTAURANT ,
5151 STARS AND STRIPES
DRIVE, SANTA CLARA,CA.

About Agami:

Agami is a USegistered
non-profit charity,
dedicated in promoting
basic education for the
underprivileged children
in Bangladesh.

C Al &ndi®to provide Enjoy an evening with enchanting music, good food and
educational materials and a silent auction to help Agami raise funds for the
access to education and upcoming yeatr.
support, with an end goal The main attraction of the evening is Chandan Zaman
of making our project Ali, the lead singer of “Winning” performing with a live
villages selfsufficient. band. He had previously performed for Agami in 2009,

and due to popular demand, he is being invited again
this year.
Send your checks to : We are also in the process of announcing a famous
Agami, INC. fashion designer introducing her line in California with a
P.O. Box 3178, Fremont, tantalizing fashion show for you to enjoy.
CA 94539
With great hopes for this year and a tremendous goal
Or go online: ahead of us, we fervently pray for your help in fulfilling
http://www.agami.org our dream of funding all of our projects that we have
and click on DONATE undertaken.
NOW to make a secure
donation through Paypal Non Members Family Members

or credit card. Adult $50 $25
Child (age: 6 -10)* $25 $12.50
Family (2 adults+ 2kids)**  $120 $75

The successofl CAI E
projects relies on your
passion and generosity.

*Children under 6 are free
**Additional family members pay individual applicable price at
the time of purchase

AgamiNewsletter Team: . :
Exec. Editorfarinaz Simika Kabir Buy your tickets online at

Assoc. EditorsMurshida Chowdhury <http://www.agami.org/events.htm>
and Akile Kabir




